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ABSTRACT

Dutch records of live animals of two Epitonium species
are given. with more general notes on shell morphology and
distribution of these species. Two epitoniid species that are
known from The Netherlands by shells only are shortly dealt
with as well.

INTRODUCTION

The family of the

wentletraps
Prosobranchia, Epitoniidae) consists of over 600 recent and
300 fossil species world-wide (Weil et al., 1999). Apart from
the records of about 14 Miocene species found in the eastern
part of the Netherlands (Janssen, 1984) and 7 species of
Pliocene and Lower Pleistocene origin which can be found on
Dutch beaches (Regteren Altena et al., 1963), four recent
species of this family have been recorded for The Nether-
lands. These species can easily be distinguished (table 1). A

(Gastropoda,

recent, empty shell of a fifth species, initially identified as
Epitonium trevelvanum (Johnston, 1841), was reported from
the beach of Noordwijk by Benthem Jutting (1947). This shell
belongs to the genus Gyroscala Boury, 1887, and is probably
of tropical origin (Regteren Altena, 1955).

THE FOUR DUTCH SPECIES

Only two species of wentletraps have ever been found
alive off the Dutch coast, viz. Epitonium clathrum (Linnaeus,
1758) and E. clathratulum (Kanmacher, 1798). Two addition-
al recent species are known from our coasts as empty shells
only.

Epitoniidae S.S. Berry, 1910 (1812)
Epitonium Roding, 1798

Epitonium clathrus (Linnaeus, 1758)
(PL. 15 fig. 8)

This species. originally described as Scala clathrus, is
also known as Clathrus clathrus, Scalaria communis
Lamarck, 1822, and Epitonium commune.

Vernacular names. — E: common wentletrap; NL&B:
(gewone) wenteltrap: D: Gemeine Wendeltreppe: DK: almin-
delig vindeltrappesnegl; F: scalaire commune.

Distribution. — Epitonium clathrus ranges from the Black
Sca and the Mediterranean Sea along the eastern Atlantic
coasts northwards to Norway. Several live specimens were
found on the Belgian coast (De Panne) in 1993-1994 (material
in Colln Vanhaelen: Vanhaelen, 1994), Until 1999 live

Characters Diagnostic characters Colour Number of costae Costae type
constant on all whorls
|_Species or not so

L. clathrum Seven thick costae, slightly White to cream, often with Yes (7-10) Solid, thick
opisthocline; the rows of spiral rows of brown spots
costae seemt to wind around
the shell

E. clathratulum Teleoconch whorls with two | Entirely white No (up to 22) Fragile, thin
to three times as many
costae as in the other three
species

E. turtonis Interspaces between costac Brown to tan, never light Yes(12) Thick, low
with fine spiral sculpture

G. lameliosa Spiral rib on body whorl, Brown with white costae Yes (10) Thin, lamellose
costae orthocline

Table 1. Diagnostic characters of the Dutch epitoniid species.
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